
ICT GNVQ (Intermediate) Full Award


Unit 10 – Networks and Communications


Task 3a – Installing network services on a computer

(This is for Distinction (D1))

Instructions:

What to do:

1. Read the www.ictgnvq.org.uk website to find out how a computer needs to be configured to work as part of a network.  What additional software and hardware will be needed?  You will need to find out about network operating systems, network protocols – including TCP-IP protocol – as used on computers throughout the world that are connected to the Internet.

2. The school network manager or one of the network team will explain to you what they need to do when they connect a new computer to the school network.  You should make notes about this.  You should also ask any suitable questions and note the answers given both to your questions and also to those asked by others in your group.

3. Word-process a one page report covering the following issues:

a. The network operating system software that is needed for the network file-server

b. How you would connect a computer to a network for the first time – including any extra hardware, software, cables, etc needed

c. How you would then configure the computer to link to the network – including

i. Connecting to a network printer

ii. Connecting to a shared Internet connection

iii. Connecting to a hard disk or CDROM drive on a different networked computer using Windows Explorer

iv. Making your computer hard disk a shared resource for the network

How to do this:

Some of this work can be done by reading about these issues.  But much of this can only be done by practical work.  At school the network security issues prevent us from letting you configure a school network workstation differently.  However, one of your ICT teachers (probably me!!!!!) will show you how to connect together two or more computers to share a printer or to share disk drives.  At home you may already have done this – but even if you only have one computer at the moment one day you may buy another and want to connect them into a mini-network.  

Some of the information you need can be found on the www.ictgnvq.org.uk website, and you will find many useful links to other websites and documents that will help you with this task.  You must visit the websites linked to the relevant pages and read the articles suggested.  These will help you to write your report.

You can ask questions about setting up computers to work on the network when you interview the network manager.  This is their job that they do every day – so they may use technical language that you don’t understand.  If any terms are new, look them up at www.webopaedia.com - it is a super website for anything to do with ICT jargon!

You should use your notes taken when you talked to the network manager – including details of his answers to the questions you and others asked.

You must NOT copy and paste chunks of the articles or website into your report – it must be your own work.

