
ICT GNVQ (Intermediate) Full Award


Unit 10 – Networks and Communications


Task 3b – The full details of all the components used in a network

(This is for Distinction (D4))

Instructions:

In your Unit 3 work you recommended a computer system for Ridgeway Outdoor Activity Centre (or if you used the Part One Unit C assignment about Bob Brown you recommended a computer system for him) – and had to state the sizes and properties of some of the hardware and software chosen for it.  In the same way you will need to give full details for each of the components used in the network and say why you have chosen the size or type that you have.

For example – if you have a file server with 60 workstations connected to it you will need it to have:

a. a very fast processor to handle all the calculations very quickly (you will need to state the speed and type of processor and why you have chosen it rather than a slower one)

b. a large amount of RAM memory to process all the data – storing it in RAM when needed (state how much RAM memory you would install and say why)

c. a very large hard disk to store all the files saved by users of the network (state the size and type of hard disk and say why)

d. a tape or other fast backup system (say why)

e. Etc…….

Don’t forget you will need to include an explanation of the sizes, types etc for all the network components – including things like:

a. file servers

b. web servers

c. network printers

d. hubs

e. network cards

f. network operating systems

g. workstation operating systems

h. connectors and cables

What to do:

Use the www.ictgnvq.org.uk website which includes some of the information you need.  You will also need to discuss these questions with the network manager or network support staff.

You should use your notes taken when you talked to the network manager – including details of his answers to the questions you and others asked.

You must NOT copy and paste chunks of the articles or website into your report – it must be your own work.

