Checking your formulae work properly

Using a formula in a spreadsheet

It is very easy to use a formula in a spreadsheet model – and also just as easy to enter the formula wrongly.  

It is therefore very important to check that the formulae are working properly.  Use a calculator and some notepaper to work out what the results should show.

Look at these examples….

1. This spreadsheet has incorrect formulae used in the points column – so some of the teams will be very unhappy with the league table produced – especially Ashton Town (but Hattersley Athletic will be really pleased).

[image: image1.emf]1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

A B C D E F G H

Points….. Win 3

Draw 1

Loss 0

Team Played Won Drawn Lost Goals for Goals against Points

Ashton Town 12 10 1 1 22 14 31

Flowery Field Albion 12 8 2 2 15 5 26

Godley Giants 12 6 2 4 12 13 20

Glossop Rangers 12 5 4 3 16 15 19

Newton Wanderers 12 4 3 5 8 14 15

Hattersley Athletic 12 3 4 5 5 17 13


2. This spreadsheet has the correct formulae used in the points column – and it correctly calculates the team with the most points
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Team Played Won Drawn Lost Goals for Goals against Points

Hattersley Athletic 12 3 4 5 5 17 19

Newton Wanderers 12 4 3 5 8 14 18

Godley Giants 12 6 2 4 12 13 14

Glossop Rangers 12 5 4 3 16 15 13

Flowery Field Albion 12 8 2 2 15 5 8

Ashton Town 12 10 1 1 22 14 4


